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History Of
Caroline Franzine Skeen Butler

Born April 12,1812 in Sumner Co
Tennessee---

Wife Of John Lowe Butler they -
with their Ten _ Children

Kenyon Taylor, Charity Artemsia,
Keziah Jane,Phoebe Melinda,
Cercline Elizabeth,Sarah Adeline
John Lowe Jr.James,lucy Ann and
Thomas were all Ploneer:« QOf

Uteh in 1852
Prepared By Her Granddaughter
Mary Butler Anderson--

For Cemp 30 D.U.P.

North Center Salt Lake County
Camp D U.P.
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WY o History Of The Life Of
o Caroline Franzine Skeen Butler Born Apr.l1l2 1812
4 Pioneer Of Utah----- 1852 in Sumner Co Tenn
Y Grandmother Of
Mary Butler  Anderson

R? Member Of Camp 30
i North Center County Ceup

Jullia Johnsen Historian.

'”-Garoline Frazine Skeen Butler,was the daughter of Jegse Skeen and
/Hezekiah Taylor Skeen and the mother of the father of Mary Butler Anderson,
John Lowe Jr.He was born in Nauvoo Illinoia,the seventh child in a family

mgf twelve thldren and he was blegt by the Prophet Jogeph Smith.

“Carcline was born in Sumner Co Tennessee ,April 12,1812-the sevemth child
in a family of ten children.On Feb.3 ,1881, at the age of l19years ghe married

\. John Lowe Butler.He was from Simpson Co Kentucky which wasg geparated from

Sumner Co only by the boundary line of two states.Most of their leisure

time was spent reading the Bible,but the religion of the day did not satisfy
,according to her husband's Deiry he was literally thirsting for knoweledge
of hie Creator.He had prayed many times very earnegtly for the light until

he became rather digcouraged.

© On the first of March 1855 an invitation came to attend a cottage

~ meeting given by two Mormon Elders,James Emmet and Peter Dustan.It came as

an ansgwer to thelr prayers.The message of the Elders filled thelr hearts
with Joy and after the meeting John and Caroline both applied for baptism
it was Just what they were looking for.So on the 9th of ﬁgrch 1835 they
were baptlzed and confirmed members of the Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter
~ Day Baints, _

From then on they were desplsed by all thelr frlehds and famllles,
they were persecutedby mobs,they were ridiculed and laughed at.Through all
thie thelr falth never wavered because 1ln thelr hesrts they had found the
peace they had been searching for and they knew they had found the truth
at last.

By this time three chiléren had been born to them Kenyan Taylor,born 17
Nov 18731,Willlam Alexander,born 20 May 1833 and died when four months old.
Charity Artemesia,born 13 June 1834.Then nearly a year later on the 25 of
Feb.1836 another daughter was born tom$hé£wherﬂname was Keglah Jane,

Then they decided to Join the main body of Salnts in Illinois and
Migsouri,Caroline's father Jesse Skeen forbld them to go saying,he wauld
shoot John Aif he left,John answered gaying,he also had & gun and he could
shoot toc if the need came but they were prevented of any viclence on either
slde.

So taking their three small children,the baby only a month o0ld they
left for Nauvoo Illinois,where John became & body guard to the Prophet Jose
Smith h,endthey—-begen—to-build-e-besgtiful-city.

““During the building of the Nauvoo temple,they lived on a ferm on the
out skirts of the-city as John was required to be away from home much of
the time and most of the work on the farm was left for Carcline and her ¢ .

chlldren, -

//The women of Nauvoo were agked to contribute their dimesg and pennies

| for ‘the Temple Fund.One day when a committe¢ tallédfor Caroline's donaticn
/ she had nothing to give,thlis made her feel bery bad because she wanted to
. give her share.A few days later ,she and her chlildren were golng into the

cityin a wagon,when they came across two dead buffalo.To her thrifty hande
this find was a great boom.They pulled the long halr from the manes of

t the buffalo.Carcline taok this home,washed,corded and spun it into course
{ yarn she knitted elght palrs of heavy mittens,these she gave to the rock
i

\\building to complet

cutters on the temgle who were working in the dead of winter to rush the
on,
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The women of Nauvoo donated $2000.which bought the nails and windowg for
the temple.This was in the days of thelr poverty and want,when they had
sgarcely enough to feed and clothe thelr l1little children,yet they found

time and money to bulld a magnificent temple to their God.

Four more children were born to them in Migsouri and Illinoies-Phoebe
Melinda born )6 Dew 1837,Caroline Elizabeth born 29 Dec 1839,Sarah Adeline
born 15 Feb 1841 and John Lowe Jr,(Mary Butler Anderson's father) and he
was blessed by the Prophet Joseph Smith, Just before he was killed Feb 281844

When their beloved Prophet was martyed they were bewildered and lost
like & herd of sheep without their shepherd but their faith was strang
and they had the courage to carry on.

A 1ittle over geven years since they had begun t6 bulld their beautiful
city of Nauvoo they were forced to flee into the wilderness and sesrch

for a place of refuge,they suffered trials and’persecutions in Migsouri ,

I1linois ,Iowa and later in Uteh.

John was & Blacksmith and wheadiwright by trade,helping others there by

her%ing himgelf to get hlis outfit ready for the long Tgek across the ptate:

ova,the Journey was far from being one of pleasure and with hundreds of
others were gufferg of the cold and stormy winter,
_John was asked by President Brigham Young to stay behind and help some
of the unfortunate poorer saints to come to Iowa.This he did and no
comming to Utah for a few years.

He hagtlily built a gmall cabin for Ceroline amd her children on the
Migsouri river in the western pert of Iowe,leaving them there he returned
with his team and wagon to move the poorer famllies that far,

Their cherighed homes in the besutiful city of Nauvoo were gtill mcurned
by the saint refuges.The hardships of their trek across the state of Iowa

was stlll remembered .They camped on the banks of the Missourl river built
temporary living quarters ,Thrift and industry prevaled among thelr group
of suffering people.Men were busy sawing and dragging logs for their cabins
which must be bullt and chinked to ghelter the families from the cold winds
end storms.Wives and mothere too found little £*:~zx lelsure time in additiohn
household dutles ,There were berrles (o be plcked and deied to be added to &
their gcanty foodsgtuffe.Also the gurplus of the wild game one of their maln
gourees of food supply,must be cut into pieces cooked in brine and hung up
to dry.Thelr salt and flour geave out and they liged entirely on meat and
the few berries they gathered.

The children of the company when following their fathers about. and
watching them ohain logs together and dragging them to the campsite.Some
times a group of children would climb on a pile of chained logs and have

Woe ride as thé team of oxen dreggf€d them.
In the forest a short distance away a band of friendly indians had set
up their wigwems and settled down as neighbors to the ssints.Some of the
indian children became friendly with the white children and sometimes

ghared in thelr play.One day four or five Latter Day Salnt chlildren and

an indian child climbed on a plle of logs for a ride.Unfortunately the

logs had not been chained” firmly as the oxen started the logs slipped kkxa

throwing the children to the grouné.All were unhurt except the indlian boy
who was seriously crushed between two logs.

A grest agltation arose among the indlane and dlsturbance brought a thre

which caused much uneaginess among the saints.

"If papoose die ,we kill one white chilld,! these were the words cf theilr
chief,Anxiety prevailed in every Latter Day Saint home,The women were mrk
untiring in thelr efforts to assist in caring for the injured boy.They carrl
food to the wlgwamg,they bathed and poulticed and prayed unceasingly for
regtoration of the afflicted indian boy,who was seriously 111 for a long tim
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Caroline Butler had given of her strength and energy many times -
to soothe comfort and fed the child.Then she hergelf became dangerously
il11.Her husband John had gone wlth hls teams. and wagon to assist the poorer
salnts across the state of Iowa hoping to bring back with him some flour
and other provigions for hig hungry family.

In the anxlety over the health of her children,Caroline regularly gave
her portion of bread to them 8o that the weather was hot her diet conslsted
elmost entlrely of fresh meat,This #dnbalanced dlet and combined with heavy
work of caring for a large femily,storing food for winter and her nureing
the 1njured papoose ,had made her 111 from dysentery.As the days passed
she grew weaker from lack of proper food.Her neighbors were kind and

anxlous for her welfare but they were unable to furnisgh her the food sghe

needed for-her recovery, '
~Ag this good woman lay sick and diascouraged while two neighbor slsters

were bathing her almost death like face the indlan Chief came from hisg

camp to the door.He was frightened by her eappearance and learned from
the neighbors the cause of her condition,

~Caroline's daughter Kezlah,then a child of about 9 years stood by her
others bed feeling the need of a little comfort and encouragement that
only a mother can give her child,.The Chief withugt explanation took this

child by the hand and led her out of the house and through the forest
to the wigwem.The gick mother who saw the child led away thought the
papoose had died ,'"My little girl is the ransom,my child is the price of
that death," : '

- The two women were speechless and Caroline wasg to weak to protest or
even to pray.Not a word was spoken as they sat for half an hour until 1ittl
Kezlah walked in the door wlth a quart bowl of white flour,a cup of sugar
and a small bag of coffee,The Chlef had made 1%t plain to the 1little girl
that her mother must not eat any more meat but should have a cake of
bread made of the flour every day.

The fulfillment of the prayers of this falthful group came with the
restoration of the injured papoose .From Carolinel's difrficult experilence

from her extreme suffering and sickness her soul developed strength
and sghe learned that there 1s good in the hearts of the redman,

While they were camped here by the Migsourl river three more children
were born to &kemx her,James born 5 Feb 1847-Lucy Ann born 23 Feb 1849-TL
Thomas born 9 May 1851.

The children guffered the trials of the qaints poin_ wlthout the
necessities of Yife belng driven from ohe “pléce te &nother.At one time
Caroline and Her children 1lived six weeks on nothing but wild crabapples
and honey,wheén her husgband was on a mission to the indians and she her
gelf in deldcate health. :

In the spring They “tapgéd the syrup from the maple trees for sugar
and Caroline sat up night after night bolling the syrup 1into sugar to
help feed her famlly.

In 1852 John and Caroline took their children and headed west for
Htah On thelr Journey west they met a wagon train and traded sugar for
'a sack of flour, .
! Carollné made a pan of bulscults and gave one to each of her
' childrén.One 1little girl Adeline dropped her bulgcult into a soft soap
barrel in the back of the wagon but she was so hungry for bread she
picked it out and wiped i1t off and eat 1t any way.
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~ Soon after the Butler family arrived in Salt Leke ,President
Brigham Young called them to go to Spanish Fork,where John surveryed
'the site for the city and lald it out in city blocks.He moved his family
'into a three sided shanty on the back of another house and went to find work,
1 Caroline's baby Thomas took sick and cried for meat he could smell
cooking so0 she traded a piece of hand work for a plece of meat for her sick
baby.Many a time she walked Tive milees to mlilk a cow to get mlilk for her I
family.She was a good manager they slways had something to eat.When
flour was scarce she would parch some corn and grind 1t abd put milk over
it and feed it to her family.
Carollne was very resourceful serving as a nurse and doctor for those
' in need,At one time she gewed with her buckrum needle a neighbors hand
that was badly torn. ¥
——Hér husband was the firet Blghop of Spanish Fork this position he held
until he died on 10 April 1861.
Thelr son John Lowe Jr.(father of Mary Butler Anderson) a lad of 17 yrs
took hisg mother to Paragoona Utah and madé-a home for her there ghe also
; lived in pangultch Utah,
+<—————5he was the mother of 12 children her last child Alveretta Franzine
was born in Spanish Fork on 26 March 1853+
Many $earg0f unselflisghness giving of herself to her famlly and those
who needed her help endeared to all who knew¥ her,
Her faith was as strong as the everlasting hills and all those hardships
seemed to purify her soul until she was pure gold.Her womanliness rested
like a halo on her brow,
To me-she—is one of the.queens of the earth.
She died August 1875 at Panguitch mx Uteh and was buried beslde her husband
in Spanish Fork Utah.



Caroline Ferazine Skeen and her hushsnd John Twe Butler were converte
o :

to Mormonism and cast their lot with the people in the trials in Missouri, I1li-
nole, JTowa, and later, in Utah, "During the construction of the Meuvoo Temyle

they lived on their

i gsome distanes Trom the cits

John wag one of Joseph
Swith's body gusrds and wss awsy from home much of the time, 4s & conseguence,
most of the work on the farm was left to Caroline and the children. The women
of Mauvoo were asked to contribute their dimes and rennies for the Temyls Fund,
One day, when a conmittee czlled for Carolinels donation, she had nothing to
give., She wanted to do her share for thils worthy cause. A few days later,
when she and her children were goling To the city in a wagon, they came across

two dead huffalo. To her thrifty hands this find wss a great boon., They pul=-
led the long hair from the buffalos! manes and took it home. She washed, corded
and snun the hair into coarse yarns, from which she made eight rair of heavy
mittens. These zhe gsve to the rock cutters on the Temple, who were working

in the dead of winter. .to rush the Temple to comrletion. The women of Mauvoo
donated #2000 to buy the snils and windowg for the edifice. This wes in the

days of their poverty and wahnkt. ..



